
 

Passionate About Oberammergau! 

The history of the Oberammergau Passion Play begins in 1633. In the midst of the Thirty Years’ 
War, after months of suffering and dying from the plague, the people of Oberammergau pledged 
to act out the play of the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ once every 10 years. 

At Whitsun in 1634, they fulfilled their promise for the first time. By the middle of the 18th 
century, spectators from all over Germany came to Oberammergau attracted by the great power 
and atmosphere of the play. 2022 will see the 42nd instalment of the play which for the first time 

in its history has been deferred for the 
safety of its actors and spectators.  

In a five-hour-performance, more than 2000 
participants bring the story of Jesus of 
Nazareth to the impressive open-air stage of 
the Passion Play Theatre. Almost half of 
Oberammergau’s population will devotedly 
act out the story of the man whose tidings 
for more than 2000 years have brought hope 
and power of life to an incredible number of 
people. 

They will play it from his entry into Jerusalem until his death at the cross and his resurrection. 

All this against the backdrop of the words of the evangelist Luke at the end of his description of the 
tale of suffering: “And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what 
had taken place, returned home beating their breasts.”  

 

Call us on 01213 573 866 or email Oberammergau@passionateaboutopera.co.uk 
to discuss your holiday or short break including the Passion Plays! 
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